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SUBJECT: SIKKIM 

1 . THE CHOGYAL BLINKED. SHORTLY AFTER WE SENT OEF REETEL, HE 
ANNOUNCED HE HAD DECIDED TO ASSENT TO THE SIKKIM CONSTITUTION 
BILL EVEN THOUGH HE HAD RESERVATIONS ABOUT SOME SECTIONS. THE 
FORMAL SIGNING TOOK PLACE JULY 4 AND INDIAN EONSEC KEWAL SINGH, 
WHO HAD FLOWN TO GANGTOK, WAS ONE OF THE OBSERVERS. 

2. THE CHOGYAL SAID HE HOPED TO BE ABLE TO WORK WITH THE SIKKIM 
CONGRESS FOR PROGRESS AND DEMOCRACY IN SIKKIM AND CONGRESS 
LEADER KAZI LHENDUP DORJI RECIPROCATED THESE SENTIMENTS. THE 
PALACE HELD A RECEPTION, THE INDIAN POLITICAL OFEICER HELD A 
RECEPTION, AND THEN EVERYONE WENT HOME. 

3. COMMENT: THIS MARKS THE END OE THIS PHASE OF THE CHOGYAL 

VS THE SIKKIM CONGRESS. WE CONTINUE TO EXPECT EURTHER CLASHES 
IN THE EUTURE ALTHOUGH PROBABLY NOT FOR THE NEXT EEW MONTHS. 
MRS. GANDHI ASSURED THE CHOGYAL THAT INDIA BELIEVED THE CHOGYAL 
HAD A LEGITIMATE ROLE TO PLAY AS TITULAR HEAD OF STATE (KEWAL 
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SINGH CONFIRMED THIS TO THE PRESS WHEN HE WAS IN GANGTOK). 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


THE CHOGYAL APPARENTLY DECIDED HIS OPTIONS TO QUIT WERE REALLY 
NOT PARTICULARLY INTIMIDATING TO THE INDIAN GOVT., AND THAT SUCH 
A MOVE WOULD ALSO NOT SERVE HIS OWN INTERESTS AT THIS TIME. 

THE CHOGYAL MAY HOPE FOR DIVISION WITHIN THE SIKKIM CONGRESS 
AND A RESTORATION OF HIS INFLUENCE AMONG BOTH THE NATIVE 
SIKKIM MINORITY GROUPS, AND POSSIBLY EVEN FOR SOME INFLUENCE 
AMONG NEPALI ELEMENTS IN HE SIKKIM CONGRESS. 

4. THE EMBASSY, INCIDENTALLY, RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING CABLE 
ADDRESSED TO THE AMBASSADOR FROM THE CHOGYAL AND GYALMO 
DATELINE GANGTOK, JULY 4: ' OUR SINCERE GOOD WISHES ON THE 
AMERICAN NATIONAL DAY. PLEASE CONVEY OUR WARMEST GREETINGS AND 
FELICITATIONS TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF AMERICAN 
ON THIS OCCASION." THE EMBASSY WILL ACKNOWLEDGE THE MESSAGE. 
SCHNEIDER 
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